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1 A section of Manolo Nunez's
public housing scheme, Les
Arénes de Picasso, at the French
new town of Marne-la-Vallée.
With 250 mould variants, 5000
castings and about 8600

tons of concrete, this scheme
demonstrates the level of
sophistication reached by
concrete panel systems in France.
2 (facing page) The conventional
hollow moulded panel type was
used in reverse so that the depth
of the void could be modelled to
achieve sculptural and linear
relief.

OF THE MOULD

It isn’t just the dust that wouldn’t settle at Hackney’s
Trowbridge estate. Prefabricated concrete housing systems,
it seems, will haunt the profession for a long time to come.
But one might well ask why British architects have so
completely turned their backs on such a construction
material and method. Is their judgment clouded by the ghost
that haunts them?

France in contrast has consistently developed such
methods over the past decade. In one sense it would seem
their continuous development has been of benefit.

Many British architects will remember the economic
arguments made for restricting the number of mould
variations and thus panel patterns and form. They and the
public have regretted the drab end result ever since. So how
do architect Manolo Nunez-Yanowsky and the contractor
I. B. Morin produce Les Arénes de Picasso, a public
budget rented housing scheme in Marne-la-Vallée?

Our coverage of this scheme should not be taken as
condoning such a housing solution, our focus is more about
a method of building. Martin Meade describes the project,
and two commentators from the Cement and Concrete
Association (pp36, 37) put it into a British perspective.
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COLUMN BASE IN PLAN, SIDE AND FRONT ELEVATIONS

Le travail présiable au chentier en
CAOQ avec OTH a permis d’établir un
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(+0, +3, +5) indicating the
i direction and rise of a given
plane. Curved pieces, like the
cornice of the great disk, are
located and sized mathemati-
cally by means of angles and
H radii. The pieces themselves
are held in place by means of
metal studs or plates, the lat-
ter attached to the panel by
means of embedded pins. The
metal connections are sol-
- dered together, then covered
‘ i in a cement mortar.







